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Fir Tree’s Humanities Curriculum

At Fir Tree Primary School, Humanities is taught through a carefully sequenced, knowledge-rich curriculum that combines History and Geography. The
curriculum is designed to inspire curiosity about the past and the wider world, while developing pupils’ understanding of places, people, environments and
change over time.

Humanities is taught through a split model, with discrete History and Geography units delivered across the year. This ensures full coverage of both subjects
while allowing pupils to build knowledge progressively within each discipline.

History Curriculum

The History curriculum at Fir Tree is designed to develop a strong sense of chronology, historical enquiry skills and an understanding of change and continuity
over time.

I. Early Foundations (Year | and Year 2)
e Focus - a local and familiar history, timelines and short time spans
o Chronology — sequence events and objects, understand ‘before and after’, build use of time language

2. British History to 1066 (Year 3 to Year 6)
¢ Progression of pre-history to 1066 and medieval Britain

o Builds understanding of cause & consequence, change & continuity over centuries
e Chronological ordering year by year to build a solid foundation of pre-1066 history

3. British History — post 1066 to present (Year 3 to Year 6)
¢ Long term progression from Tudor Britain to modern times
e Builds understanding of cause & consequence, change & continuity and societal development

¢ Local and National history links

4. Broadening Historical Perspectives
e Each year includes a project to think globally giving context to the wider world

e 60’s — modern global history

e Ancient Egypt — non-European global civilisation

e Ancient Greece — classical civilisation

e Baghdad — major non-European intellectual and cultural centre



5. Local Context
e Year | — Didcot Railway (Tracks Through Time)
e Year 2 — RAF Benson (WWI)
e Year 3 — Wittenham Clumps (Stone Age)
e Year 4 — Ashmolean Museum (Egypt)
e Year 5 — Ashmolean Museum (Greece)
e Year 6 — Wallingford Castle (Norman Invasion)

Geography Curriculum

The Geography curriculum is designed to develop pupils’ understanding of the world at local, national and global scales. Pupils build knowledge of places,
human and physical processes, and environmental change over time.

Learning is structured to ensure progression in:

e Locational knowledge

e Place knowledge

e Human and physical geography

e Geographical skills and fieldwork

Pupils develop the ability to interpret maps, use geographical vocabulary accurately, and understand how environments and communities are interconnected
and changing.

Through the Humanities curriculum, pupils at Fir Tree Primary School develop curiosity about the world, a secure understanding of key historical and
geographical knowledge, and the ability to think critically about change, cause, and impact. The curriculum aims to build informed, thoughtful learners who
understand both their local context and their place in the wider world.



